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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Arkansas Masons Can Become Shriners

The Grand Master of Arkansas, Jesse D. Sexton, issued an edict on Tuesday, July 16, 2019 that recognizes
Shriners International as a “Civic Organization”. The result of this decision permits Arkansas Masons, for the
first time in more than five years, to be members of Shriners International.

Arkansas Masons are now permitted to immediately begin petitioning for membership in the Shrine following
the decision of the Grand Master of Arkansas. In response to significant positive steps taken by the Grand
Lodge of Arkansas at its 2019 February Communication, Shriners International passed a resolution during its
2019 Imperial Session. As result of this resolution and resulting action taken by the Grand Lodge, as of July
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16, 2019, all new initiates for Shrine membership in Arkansas must be Master Masons in good standing. The
resolution has no current impact on Arkansas Shriners who are not currently Masons.

The 145th Imperial Session of Shriners International adjourned on July 4, 2019. In addition to the historic
action taken by the Representatives related to requiring a masonic prerequisite in Arkansas, Imperial Sir Jeff
Sowder was elected Imperial Potentate for the 2019-2020 year. Imperial Sir Sowder is the first Past Grand
Master ever to serve as the Imperial Potentate of Shriners International. “We welcome our brothers from the
Grand Lodge of Arkansas to take advantage of the opportunity that now exists to become a Shriner”, said
Imperial Potentate Jeff Sowder.

As a Past Grand Master and as a long-time Shrine Membership leader, Imperial Sir Jeff Sowder is
extraordinarily well equipped to lead the Shrine through this period of productive transition. Both
organizations are strengthened by the continuing collaborative efforts that have established a pathway for
mutual success.

About Shriners International

Shriners International is a fraternity based on fun, fellowship and the Masonic principles of brotherly love,
relief and truth with nearly 200 temples (chapters) in several countries, and thousands of clubs around the
world. For more information, please visitshrinersinternational.org.
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